[A clinical analysis of idiopathic hypertrophic cranial pachymeningitis with a nodular space-occupying effect].
To explore the clinical features, neuroimaging and histopathological findings in patients with idiopathic hypertrophic cranial pachymeningitis (IHCP) with a nodular space occupying effect. Four IHCP cases with a nodular space occupying effect diagnosed in our hospital were retrospectively studied. All the 4 patients were men with a mean onset age of 40.25 (33 ∼ 50) years old. They all had long disease duration and relapses. The common symptoms of IHCP were chronic headache, multiple cranial nerve palsies and epileptic seizures. CT and MRI of the brain revealed prominent dural partial thickening, which indicated a mass or nodular space occupying effect that mimicked intracranial tumour-like meningioma. The histopathological findings of dura in 2 cases revealed connective tissue proliferation, scattered neutrophil granulocytes and plasmacytes infiltration. Combination therapy of corticosteroid or/and immunosuppressive drugs was effective for the IHCP patients. IHCP patients with a nodular space occupying effect usually onset with chronic headache and are often recurrent. The combination therapy of corticosteroid or/and immunosuppressive drugs is effective. The image of the brain presents prominent dural partial thickening, indicating a mass or nodular space occupying effect, which often lead to confusion with intracranial tumours or granulomatosis.